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COMPETITIVE TRANSMISSION PROCESS TASK FORCE MEETING 

August 10, 2017 

•  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  •  

1. Call to Order 

John Olsen (Westar) filled in for Bill Grant (SPS) as the chair until Mr. Grant arrived.  The meeting was 

called to order at 8:32AM. 

 

2. Preliminary Matters 

A quorum was established.  Brian Johnson (AEP) had the proxy for Todd Fridley (Transource Energy) 

and Trent Carlson (SCMCN) had the proxy for Noman Williams (SCMCN) once Mr. Williams had to 

leave the meeting at noon.  Please see attached attendance list for meeting participants. 

 

The meeting minutes for April 13, 2017 were approved unanimously.   

 

3. CTPTF Status and Future Work Review 

Aaron Shipley (SPP) summarized  the work that the CTPTF has completed over the past year and what 

opportunities for improvement remain.  The task force agreed that the request for a re-study of a project 

prior to receiving an NTC and potential QRP/RFP process efficiencies remain the top priorities for the 

group moving forward.  The task force agreed that the updated RFP Response Forms that will be used 

in any future Transmission Owner Selection Process’s (TOSP) should be posted to spp.org. 

 

4. CTPTF Membership 

Following a solicitation for new members to join the CTPTF, three applications were received.  Scott 

Spence (NextEra Energy), Chris Giles (Tri-County Electric Cooperative), and Lloyd Linke (Western 

Area Power Administration) were unanimously approved to become members of the CTPTF.  The 

current roster now contains fourteen voting members; with one seat, remaining available if the task 

force desires to fill it.  During the discussion phase of the vote, concern was expressed that there should 

be more representation from independent transmission companies.  The task force acknowledged that 

the majority of SPP members in the independent transmission sector were already represented on the 

task force.  The group agreed to be open to reviewing and potentially filling the remaining seat with a 

member from this sector if they applied. 

 

5. QRP/RFP Process Improvement 

Shipley reported that creating a more robust qualification process could potentially require the use of 

consultants to meet the Tariff defined timelines. 

 

The task force reviewed the RFP scoring categories from the Walkemeyer RFP.  The group examined 

what items were Tariff required and which the Industry Experts, at their discretion, had added for 
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evaluation.  Some of these sub-topics, both Tariff required and not, may potentially be more 

appropriately evaluated on an “all or nothing or minimum vs maximum” style of scoring.  The majority 

of these items are in the Finance and Operations categories where certain sub-topics could be difficult 

to distinguish across proposals.  Staff received action items to create a matrix detailing the scoring 

categories and where they are derived from as well as to provide a better understanding of how certain 

requirements became parts of both the QRP and RFP processes. 

 

6. Competitive Project Re-Study Request Process 

 The Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) directed the task force to bring forward changes to the re-

study request process, specifically allowing a request to occur prior to a Notice to Construct (NTC) 

being issued.  The task force did submit an RR previously that was ultimately withdrawn so that a more 

thorough process could be developed and submitted into the RR process.  During this meeting, the 

task force discussed several issues and provided guidance to Staff so that a new draft RR could be 

developed.  Guidance was provided related to transparency of a request, timelines, requirement of 

Board approvals, no blackout periods for a request, and if any consequences should be built into the 

process for a request that resulted in no changes.  Staff will take this direction and draft a RR to present 

to the task force at the next meeting scheduled in September 2017. 

 

7. Next Steps 

The next meeting will be an in person meeting on September 11, 2017 in Dallas Texas. 

 

8. Announcements and Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30pm 
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CTPTF Attendance Roster 

8/10/2017 

Task Force Members: 

Bill Grant, SPS 
Marguerite Wagner, ITC 
John Olsen, Westar 
Brian Johnson AEP 
Jake Langthorn, OGE 
Robert Burner, Duke Energy 
Tom Hestermann, Sunflower 
Noman Williams, South Central MCN 
Dannie Buelt, OPPD 
 
Other Attendees: 

Angie Anderson, Sunflower 
Bruce Cude, Xcel 
Pat Hayes, LS Power 
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto, PUC Texas 
Trent Carlson, South Central MCN 
Chris Lyons, CES 
Duane Ripperger, Xcel 
James Corby, Calvert Advisors, LLC 
Joe Richardson, Xcel 
Joe Staszowski, ISO NE 
Michael Wegner, ITC 
Robert Safuto, CES 
Michael Moffet, Consultant 
Brian Rounds, AESL 
Tim Hall, Southern Power 
John Bell, KCC 
Jarred Miland, Xcel 
Scott Spence, NextEra 
Jason Mazigian, BEPC 
Steve Rowley, BHE Transmission 
Aaron Shipley, SPP 
Ben Bright, SPP 
Tony Green, SPP 
Tessie Kentner, SPP 
Kirk Hall, SPP 


